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quite recently been inclined to take at their face
value the plausible apologies for Abbas II.'s
proceedings which have from time to time been
presented to them by interested, half-informed,
or deluded political observers. The reasons for
reticence on this subject, which obtained seven
years ago, no longer exist* It is probable, though
by no means certain, that if Abbas II. had con-
tinued to intrigue in the dark and to cast a prudent
veil over his extreme Anglophobia, he would have
remained Khedive of Egypt till the day of his
death. He has, however, preferred to throw in
his lot with the enemies of Great Britain, being
probably under the impression that he was joining
the side which would be ultimately victorious in
the war now being waged. In adopting this
course, he committed political suicide. There
can, therefore, now be no reason why the story of
the events which immediately followed his acces-
sion should not be told* That story will, I
hope and believe, serve to confirm the British
public in the belief that in deposing the late ruler
of Egypt His Majesty's Government has not only
committed an act of political justice, but that it
has also acted in the best interests of the Egyptian
people.

This small volume, therefore, merely deals
with one chapter of contemporaneous Egyptian
history/ No attempt has been made to write a